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Tntroduction

We're always told that if we work hard we’ll succeed.

We wake up in the morning, get ready, then go off to
school, or work, or work AND school, so that we can have
enough money to go about our lives today and get the
credentials we need for lomormow.

We spend all of our free time studying or trying to relax
because of all the pressure.

Many ol us come from immigrant families, who came 1o
the LIS for freedom and economic opportunities, Some of
us are descendants of slaves, and we're told that now that
we have a black president, racism is pretty much a thing of
the past. We're told that now, if we just work hard, if we
obey the rules and don’t cause trouble, we can all live the
American Dream.

But is this dream a reality?




No!

You've probably noticed that the price of {ood and
rent is increasing, it's getting harder and harder to find a
Juh, and the cost of tuition is going up.

Funding for education is being destroyed, public schools
are closing, university budgets are being slashed. people
can't afford to stay in the neighborhoods their families
grew up in and worked to build, we have to pay more for
our basic needs while unemployment is rising, debt is
STILL increasing, and so on. ..

For most of us who come from families that aren’t rich,
who are people of color and/or immigrants, the American
Drream is seeming more and more like an illusion,

So what's really going on?
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SOME FACTS:

—> Slatistics show that there is now an average ol six
applicants for every available job, For many jobs that once
required only a high school degree or GED, employers are
asking for graduate degrees.

—= The jobs that are available pay less and less, while it's
getting more expensive 1o get by,
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50 what’s going on? [ETE BUT A SHIET 1S UAPPENING

Why does New York ( iy have enough money 1o pay for

(il i s o o : sk
wre and more police officers, metal detectors. and prisons
o u.:trc.lmu.q:: members of our communities, but not enough NOH H i le
o give us a decent education? ;
|l Di. £
It just doesn’t add up. If there's really not enough money to
| | - - = iy
pay for education, health care, and transportation, why are | VY
bankers floated billions of dollars to fix their mistakes that | E_—]J—'T
many of us are paving dearly for? P - | ﬁild

The truth is. we're living in a society that prevents the
majority of people rom living well and that I::r:n:;'r:q most
people in a permanent state of insecurity. This way, i
seems as if the only option is to continue working at the

crap jobs that make other people rich. e : starti '
People are starting to reclaim houses, land, and schools,

People are saying NO to the destruction of our families and
commumties. We are fighting back as we have always done
And in fact, we are part of a long history of people that
have had to push back against the powers that be,

ARG, RO,

We've been told we're failing because we haven't worked
hard enough, but the truth is they WANT and NEELD us to

“fail” s0 they can keep making money off our backs. TRy
This is a history that we are still in the process of making,

and what’s most important to remember 15 that there are

mare of us than there are of ‘them.” There is power in our
numbers,
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Let’s ask ourselves, what future do we want? And let’s ask
ourselves, what'do we have 1o build and what to we have to
destroy in order 1o gel there?

Multi-Zone Metal Detector
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Hoping to learn things that will affect

career and have a good job that
I like where 1 can afford to live
on my own but still help
iy mother and not live
paycheck to paycheck.”

tHunter College student)

not only mysell but the world and learn ‘l,""
how to make educated decisions in areas
like politics, health, environment and life
in general. We have the access in college to
| become educated in various fields and to
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become well-rounded and wise people.
\ {Queens College student)
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“I am in school to obtain
a financial security in my
future, 1 feel that an education
is an important motivation
towards your ability to live
comfortably in the future.”
(Hunter College student?
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For some, college i1s something to look forward to, a place i"'.'.:i'-' %

to leamn and grow and explore the world, ope 1
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a sick mother, and nr social life.
I feel rapped and scared,
and most of all, alone,”
(Hunier College student) -
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College degrees epers of the job
mar +—and it’s only getting more
and more expensive. With the exception of those with
wealthy parents and the select few on scholarship, geing to
college means taking out loans. So students are paying to
access the job market, and going into debt in order to make

maoney in a decent job.

As a result, we're |*-|_J1d;|1|_, our n.,ul]-:,y., years sir ll~=-s|m|? 1o
make e :
and I H::qp-nnsihili1iu5. 'L11r.|m|ing lrying to
enjoy life on occasion! In the end, most students feel
stressed out and unable o do as well as we hoped.




“My ideal college experience would

be more time to study and less working;
smaller classes and more personal
relationships with professors: fun and
educational activities that make me look
forward to going to school; Affordable
texthooks; Free printing; More financial
aid and lower tuition costs,”

(Hunter College student) il L
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‘\"u\l i “Ideally, classes would be smaller,
(/ ( more open to debate, and there would

be more learning in class as opposed
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\ to isolated reading™
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Fot those who somehow manage to balance it all. school
life itself is deteriorating. Class sizes are getting larger,
leachers have less and less time to prepare lessons and
grade assignments. Students have more and more work
responsibilities that cut into the lime they can spend on
their studies, and more and more debt to stress out about —
which puts a dark eloud over everything that we do and
r1u:|_kfﬂ us feel trapped, even when we are spendin g our time
trying o learn, expand, and develop ourselves as free
individuals,
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¢ I would change the advising program
al Hunter. It is very hard to gel answers
vom need regarding registration, grades,
schedules, degree tracks, ete, unless
you have already established a
relationship with an advisor.”

(Hunter College student) ﬂ,/
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“I' I conld change ",
anything about CUNY,

it would be more people that care |

and are willing to take action.” |

(Hunter College student) //

L1

“—-.._____________H-_E

What is the point of this if we don’t get any pleasure out of
the process? Is the idea that we work hard now to reap the
benefits later? That sounds good, but only if “later” there

are jobs for us, only if *later” all of the different careers that
we've thought about will pay us enough 10 live comfortably.
Maybe then we'll be able to relax.

But are these jobs that we're promised real?



On getting jobs

The scary thing is, there really won’| be jobs for all of the
eraduating students, Fven scarier, graduates will |
student debt than any older generation. When yoy poll a
L‘ilﬂs.ﬁ'rm!-rn of CUNY students, you hear the same Story
Who has lost work ar knows someone who's Jost work in
the last year? 852 of hands po up. Who's in debt or knows
someone in severe debt? The same hands

AVEe more

EO up.

Unemployment Rate for
college graduates, 2009

National ~ White, Latino, Black,
Average under 25 under 25 under 25 |

The bad news — which the mainstream media tries 1o hide —
is that things are probably going 1o get steadily worse in the
coming months and years, The proposed budget for New
York State this year reduces funding to elementary and
secondary education by about 5% (roughly
$1,100,000,000.007; it reduces funding to CUNY and
SUNY schools by almost 6% (about £1 91,000, 000,00,
What is the government doing to close the enormous zap
this will leave in school funding? (see sidebar for details)

They are cutting and restricting tuition support for poor
students, They are mandating regular yearly tuition
increases. They are cutting wages and making the working
conditions worse for people doing construction and repairs
in our schools.

WORKERS V§. STUDENTS?

BUT STUDENTS PRE
WORKERS!

While tuition at CUNY schools has been rising over the last
thirty years, wages have fallen. That means we need more
and more credit cards and loans to MAKE UP for the fact
that we can’t get jobs that pay enough!



It's easy to see all this as a personal problem, as YOUR
r.ll'-:'ll':I]:.‘Hl that YOU have 1o deal with. When we ]4._1|;'||-; around
us these days, it seems like this is just the way of the
world—schools, organizations, programs, and social
services are losing funding everywhere, just like they have
for the last 25 years.

BUT VTS NOT A PersownAL
PROBLEM 1F EVERYBODY’S
FEELING IT.
IT's SOMETHING
BIGGER.

Annual Tuition at CUNY Schools

THEY SAY THERE
IS NO MonEy

They say we have to cut the education budget because
we're in a crisis, and there's no money. They say there's no
money for public healthcare, there's no money for smaller
class sizes, there’s no mongy for full-time, well paid faculiy,
there's no money to continue giving high school students
free MTA cards . . | the list goes on and on.

But we've just watched the government find more than
enough money 1o bail out the large financial institutions
from their huge investment losses, We are also walching
the government find more and more money lo spend on
military campaigns in Iraq and Afghanistan, and more and
mare money to police the same people that there's no
money to educate. Here at CUNY, we've been watching
the chancellor's salary continue 1o rise, right alongside
turtion. .

CUNY Chancellor's Salary
1560-2009
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e i e ' v working two jobs, and juggling responsibilities al home,
and put 1t into policing and the military. . : i :
how can we possibly take time to organize and take

chances to fight against the destruction of public education
in New York City?

WE mMusT ALWAYS
RENEMBER, DUR\NG TMATS EXACTLY WHY Tugy CEEP U
Twe mm mis’Im' SO0 OVERWIORKED Lk UNDERPAID.-

! S0 that we fee] like we can’t risk fighting back. Cause they

i SR i - know if we did, we d tear it all down and take it all over.
History seems to he repeating 1tself’ During the New York

City fiscal erisis of 1
- isis of 1975, CUNY be Wi
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pay tor their tuition qmlr.,._- with the & Inrcu-]g: Sludlcllm. to In an era where most people work in the service sector (like
Increasing {'fﬂl'l'lﬂlil_'a-Jl.F}' Anadl J"'_f”rm” “rs13, uition 1s in restaurants, cafes, retail stores, call centers, eic), whal
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The question, then, is why is the state O] [OOSING . s '
fund public education? JUSING not to answer phones, and stock shelves (though there aren’t even
E enough jobs like this for everyone who needs one!) What

they don’t need are too many people asking 100 many
questions about why they have so much debt, so few job

The truth is, the university has always been skt of
optiens, and such little hope of actually living the lives they

Lﬂ[!]lﬂllﬁll] and the racist, sexisi, homophabic state which
supports the ways | i I i of

e hog }'-Il.r_a 1|ﬂ.-hu:I1 the '.!':h get richer off of the rest wanit.
: o1k 1he crisis of the university today is part of a

general crisis most severely impacting the poor, women

queer anid trans people, people with healih conditions, and .
those most oppressed in our society. We can see !I|i5, % ,Q,F)ELS E{_m - %w
through gentrification, mass imprisonment, unemplovment ; . Wg

and housing foreclosure. When we look closely &IJ]I thes -I : Mhm " i

things are all connected, and so we cannot free {!1-: T %

1 IVersity i 1 .
univ ersity unless we ALSO) address other networks of
exploitation.



Police and prisons
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I'M GOING TO KICK YOUR ASS
AND GET AWAY WITH IT.

Cops in the schools

Cops on the street,

Cops in the subway stations.
Cops eyeing you as they drive by.
Cops, cops, everywhere,

Courtesy.
Prafessionalism.
Respect.

This is what vou see on police cars, They pretend they're

your friends.
But we know better:
Community rl'ug_lnn:rﬂéﬂiul‘...

Protecting private property
Repressing dissent and freedom
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When a society's resources are only serving a few clites
while remaining unavailable to the majority, folks get
angry. The goal of the legal, economic, and political
systems in the US, then, becomes to manage those angry
people, the people most likely to rebel: people of color,
young people, poor people, queer people, working people,
unemployed people, homeless people, and women (even
though there are mostly men in jail, this means women
have to work more to pay the bills and take care of their
families alone). There is nothing scarier 1o the rich than the
rest of us getting together, organizing, and fighting back,
using collective power to take what we deserve,

In the 19305, workers rioted and struggled and took over
their factories and the US government responded by giving
SOME workers (mostly white, mostly men) more rights
and benefits,

In the 19605 poor communities, people of color, and
workers struggled and rioted and took control over their
neighborhoods and workplaces and schools, and the US
government responded by steadily increasing the amount of
resources used to control, monitor, and incarcerate its
citizens — more money to police, prisons, and other

‘internal safety measures.”
0l i =
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The biggest indicator of this trend is the increasing amount
of the federal budget going toward ‘public safety,” in other
words cops, courts, and cells. From the late 19603 1o the
present, lunding for public safety has more than doubled
(2).

As a society we've decided to up the budgets for police
departments and prisons, instead of committing money for
making schools and other social services better, The issue
here is simple: money that could be used for one thing is
being used for something else,



But there is another element 1o this trend. Public schools,
which we assume exist to educate, begin o become a part

of the same system that works to punish and control people.

The separation between schools and prisons has broken

down.

The public school system has been transformed into an
institution that *serves’ public safety. How they are
controlling us:

| Schools increasingly resemble prisons. According to the
Mew York Civil Liberties Union, 99 000 studenis must

make their way through metal detectors to go to class every

day. The number of School Safety Apents (S5As —
undertrained correctional personel) in schools in New York
outnumbers the total police forces of many large cities,
including Boston, Washington DC, and Las Vegas (3).

On January 20, 2000, lawyers filed a class-action
lawsuit against the City of New York elaiming School
Safety Agents have repeatedly used excessive force to
arrest students who are not committing crimes. These
actions have terrified students and made them afraid to
go to school or even transfer schools.

“When one of our clients was 11 years old, she was
handeuffed and perp-walked into a police precinet for
doing nothing more than doodling on a desk in erasable
ink. Amazingly, no one in the police department or the
school seemed to think there was anything wrong with
that,” said Joshua Colangelo-Bryan, senior attorney at
Dorsey & Whitney and co-counsel on the case.

“11"s a sad day when you need to resort to a lawsuit to
keep an 11-year-old from being arrested lor drawing on
her desk, but in this case it is elear there is no
alternative.” (http://www.nyclnorgmews/nyclu-aclu-
file-class-action-lawsuit-against-ny pd-over-excessive-
force-wrongful-arrests-new-york) *

“And I'm scared a lot of the time. 1 feel unsafe at school.
I"m afraid that that School Safety Officers could attack
me again for no reason. 1 just want the school year to be
over 0 1 can be a normal Kid again. 1 shouldn™t have to
he scared of school.” (IDajia, 8th grader in the Bronx,
one of plaintiffs)
(hitp:fiwww.racewire.org/archives2010/01/lawsuit_char
ges nye_police_wit h_criminalizing_kids.himl) *
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2. Schools are becoming institutions of control that weed-
out "undesirable’ and rebellious students. Many people call
this the *School-to-Prison Pipeline.” Others refer to these
trends as a “push-out” problem (certainly not a ‘drop-out’
problem). Students are being handeufted and arrested for
things like talking back, being late, or having cell phones
(4). Often the students punished for this behavior are those
students with specialized needs that are not being addressed.
Disciplinary policy, then, eriminalizes the behavior of the
students “at the bottom,” taking them to prison—the
School-to-Prison Pipeline. And of course this hits African-
American youth the hardest, more than twice as hard as any
other population,
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Why does the US spend more on prisons than the total
economic output of some entire nations? Wh v are schools
looking and feeling more and more like jails? Why are
entire neighborhoods being put on lock down?

3. Police resources are used against dissenting students »nd
their organizations that challenge these changes. When
poor people and people ol color fight back, to take back our
schools and make them accessible for evervone, the
government is happy to send in police and the FBI to crush
the communities we build and the power we gain. Our
schools become locations of police presence in directly
FEPressive ways.

However, we have a long history of resistance to racist
policing and people are already fighting against policing in
schools. There is a long history of student organizing and
walk-outs in high schools and colleges across the United
States.

I Check out eriticalresist.live radicaldesigns.org for the

source of these and other facts about the prison il'ldllﬁ-ll’li.jl' :
+ complex. 2. Source *The Penal State in an Age of Crisis
Hanna Holleman, Robert W. MeChesney, John Bellamy

Foster, and R. Jamil Jonna 4. Source
www.nyelworg/newsiyelu-aclu-file-clas... 3. Source

nyelu.org/schooltoprison/lookatsafety 6. Source
n;mcphlj'_nrg-"-:;mﬂun tpdffpipeline/D. ..



The struggle over CONY

Student movements have won major victories in the past a
CLUNY. Even though CUNY was free for decades, it was
still an elite and racist institution until 1969, when Black,
PPuerto Rican, Dominican students and their allies at City
College occupied buildings, held strikes and walkouts. By
fighting against the racist and classist structure, these
students forced the city 1o open CUNY to people of color
and the working class by guaranteeing admission to any
NYC high school graduate, Between 1969 and 1975
CUNY"s enrollment bloomed from under 100,000 to more
than 220,000. The student body at the senior colleges,
which in 1969 was 96 percent white, by 1975 became
predominantly non-white and working class. Today, CUN
has a student body that is 72 percent people of color and 6
percent women.

CUNY stayed free until 1975 when, during a *fiscal crisis
kind of like the one we're in now, CUMNY instituted tuition
for the first time (a new way of keeping out the poor and
people of color, since they opened the admissions door).
During every “fiscal crisis’ we've had since then, (1983,
1991-6, 2003, 2008-7) the government has used it as an
excuse to close access to education by raising tuition,
denying education to thousands of people of color and the
working class. In the 1990s, however, CUNY student
groups like SLAM effectively deferred or delayed tuition
hikes through ocecupation and organizing,

Avswez: A 1 HunteL .'"{:]IE":}{ Hiﬂllﬁ Lﬂ[qu l

Today, similar forms of protest are happening in Califorma,
After a wave of much-publicized student occupations and
student/worker strikes, the governor there gave a speech
announcing plans to decrease funding for prisons and
increase funding for public education. “Those protests on
the University of California campuses were the tipping
point,” the governor's chiel of staff, Susan Kennedy, said
in an interview after the speech. *Our university system is
going to get the support it deserves.™

We will only make real gains once students can show that
we have the power and the will to force them to listen o us,

" So far at CUNY, there has been some lobbying. some

petitions, and a few scattered protests at City Hall. These
things have been going on for months without results. We
don't think this will be enough.



Do we want JOBS? Jobs that we hate or can barely tolerate,
that are meaningless, that take away from our meaningful
lime learning or being creative or organizing in our
communities or spending time with our families? Do we
want LOWER twition, or do we want NO TUITION, and a
university that is controlled by the students, faculty and
statl, instead of chancellors who make half a million dollars
a year and don’t do shit for us?

We want CONTROL over our lives, our communities, and
our neighborhoods! Over land, food, and education!

We will not find the path to a better future by looking
backwards, by asking the state to re-fund the university

(even if they did, and it looks more likely that they WON'T,

they would take it away again whenever they had the
chance). Our struggle—our future—is fundamentally
different,

We need to take action NOW to determine this future.
Some questions for us to ask are: What do we want our
lives to look like? Are there alternatives to the current
educational and policing systems? Of course there are, If
we come together, we ean create a different future. but that
means we need 1o work now to create that future,

That’s why it"s so important to act now! For students across
the CUNY system to talk about what's really going on,
protest, walkout from classes, and do whatever is necessary

0 TAKE BACK OUR EDUCATION,

When we show our power, anything is possible,



